3. Scoping

3.1 Introduction
Scoping is the process of identifying those aspects of the environment and the issues that need to be considered when assessing the effects or impacts of a particular development. 

Scoping is undertaken through the professional judgement of the EIA team and through consulting organisations and individuals with an interest in, and knowledge of, the site. It takes account of published guidance, the effects of the development under consideration and the environmental factors that could be affected.

There is a formal requirement to consult as part of any Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).  Throughout the process, the consultees can amend their recommendations on the scope in light of further information or in response to views expressed by third parties. It is therefore essential to engage in an informal ongoing scoping process in parallel with the formal process so that work can proceed without undue delay to the progress of a development, accepting that there may be a need to revisit certain aspects and to consider some not previously assessed. The scope, therefore, evolves during the EIA process.

3.2 Project EIA Scoping

A formal scoping opinion was sought from the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) in order to ensure that this Environmental Statement (ES) contains the information required for them to evaluate the environmental effects of the proposed development. The Scoping Report was submitted to the DTI in December 2005, and was also sent to over 40 other organisations in parallel – these organisations are presented in Table 3.2-1. 

	Department of Trade and Industry 
	Pembrokeshire Chamber of Commerce 

	The Crown Estate 
	Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum 

	Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
	Royal Yachting Association 

	Welsh Assembly Government 
	Welsh Yachting Association 

	Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority 
	Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

	Environment Agency Wales 
	Marine Conservation Society 

	CADW 
	Marine Fisheries Agency 

	The National Trust 
	South West Wales Fishing Communities 

	Countryside Council for Wales 
	South Wales Sea Fisheries Committee 

	Welsh Development Agency 
	National Federation of Fisherman’s Organisations 

	Maritime and Coastguard Agency 
	British Ports Association 

	Milford Haven Port Authority 
	RNLI 

	Chamber of Shipping 
	Trinity House Lighthouse Authority 

	MOD 
	Friends of the Earth 

	Pembrokeshire County Council 
	Greenpeace 

	Angle Community Council 
	Skomer Marine Nature Reserve 

	Marloes Community Council
	Friends of Skomer and Skokholm 

	Dale Community Council 
	Dale Fort Centre 

	Milford Town Council 
	Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society 

	Pembroke Dock Town Council 
	Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales 

	
	Council for the Protection of Rural Wales 


Table 3.2-1 Distribution of EIA Scoping Report

The scoping report provided information on the following: 
· a description of the proposed development

· the site location and description

· an overview of environmental issues, including:

· coastal processes and impacts upon physical environment

· ecology and nature conservation

· marine ecology, including benthos, fish and marine mammals

· ornithology

· landscape and seascape

· noise and vibration

· commercial fisheries

· commercial navigation

· marine recreation and amenity

· traffic

· archaeology

· socio-economics

· relevant projects and studies

· an outline of the proposed methodologies for completing the identification of the baseline conditions and the assessment of predicted impacts and effects

The temporal scope of the EIA covers the period from commencement of the first phase of development (Construction), through to the operational phase (Operation), to completion of operations and restoration (Decommissioning).

In its broadest sense, the spatial scope of an EIA is the area over which changes to the environment would occur as a consequence of the development. In practice, an EIA should focus on those areas where these effects are likely to be significant.

The spatial scope is addressed within each technical section because it varies between specialist areas of study. 

3.3 Consultation during Scoping

As well as seeking a formal scoping opinion from the DTI, consultation was undertaken with a wide range of relevant organisations - both statutory and non-statutory, national, regional and local organisations.  A summary of the responses received to the scoping report is presented in Appendix 3.
3.4 Scoping Opinion and Summary of Scoping Responses

The formal Scoping Opinion was received from DTI on the 29 March 2006 and is presented in Appendix 3.

No significant deviations to the scope described in the Scoping Report and influenced by individual scoping responses have been identified during the consultation process and most consultees have been broadly supportive of the approach proposed. Many of those consulted expressed comments relating to specific aspects of the assessment and these have been taken into account during the assessment process. Such comments have been taken into account in the relevant section of the ES.  The following key points were raised by DTI:

· Installation & Maintenance – outline components needed, installation procedures, mooring requirements and options, corrosion and scour protection, sub sea cable to be used and method of deployment, landfall option, details of the construction phase including EMS

· Robust evidence base is required to underpin the suggestion that the wave shadow effects are insignificant

· Assess disturbance effects of boats during construction phase

· Detail any potential direct or indirect waste

· Coastal process modelling – evidence of validation including confidence limits, errors etc. Assess impacts of wave and tidal effects, and potential for ‘ducting’ of the current under the device

· Assess ‘at sea processes’ 

· Appropriate Assessment is required for any project likely to have a significant adverse effect on a European Site

· Separate section dealing with Habitats and Species, specifically identifies Sabellaria Spinulosa

· CEFAS would appreciate opportunity to comment on design of benthic survey work

· Include sections on ecology, archaeology, birds, noise, socio-economic, commercial fisheries, marine recreation, offshore oil and gas activities

· Commercial fisheries – use 2001 – 2005 data from CEFAS

· Archaeology – PPG16 replaced by Welsh Office circular 60/96. Consult CADW.

3.5 Scoping of Cumulative Effects 
There are no offshore wind farms, marine aggregate extraction areas, oil and gas developments, subsea cables or pipelines in the vicinity of the project, and therefore there are no cumulative impacts with any of these activities.

Any specific issues of cumulative effects are dealt with in the respective assessments in Chapters 9,10 and 11.  
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