4. Consultation

4.1 Introduction

Communication and consultation is a key element of the EIA process, designed to allow stakeholders and the public to be fully informed and engaged in the evolution of the development proposal.  This process also ensures that any concerns relating to the project or ideas on how the development should progress are considered.

Communication is required to keep the public and other stakeholders informed on the status of the development and progress of the scheme through the planning process. Consultation should also continue through the subsequent construction (should permissions be granted) and operation of the development.
Consultation is also required throughout the EIA process, principally with statutory consultees but also more widely. Experience indicates there are real benefits to projects in understanding the concerns (real or perceived) of those who may eventually raise objections through the planning process in order to be able to respond in the most effective manner. This approach ensures that the ES considers the views of stakeholders and where appropriate includes adequate responses within the ES, alternative interpretations as appropriate or valid mitigation or compensation proposals on all those aspects on which objections may be lodged.

Wave Dragon Wales Ltd treats consultation and communication seriously, and has sought to engage proactively with stakeholders at local, regional and national level in a wide range of interests.

The key objectives of project consultation are:

· to raise awareness and understanding of the project;

· to identify and seek to address any objections or concerns;

· to encourage local interest and pride in the project;

· to comply with Wave Dragon Wales Ltd’s legal obligations; and 

· to assist with the achievement of the necessary consents.

4.2 Consultees

A variety of stakeholders may need to be involved in any consultation process both to meet statutory requirements and to represent the full range of views on an issue. Identification and engagement of a balanced and wide range of stakeholders can be the most challenging aspect of project consultation.  When consulting such a broad range of interested parties, including the public, a number of different mechanisms can be used and each should be designed specifically to meet the needs of the target audience in an appropriate and effective way to provide valuable feedback.

The full list of consultees for the project is presented as Appendix 4.  The consultees can be broadly categorised into the following groups: 

a) Regulatory Authorities;

b) Statutory Consultees / Publicly Funded Organisations;

c) Non-Governmental Organisations; and

d) Clubs and Societies. 

4.3 Methods of Communication

The following methods of communication have been utilised : 

4.3.1 Direct consultation meetings / briefings.

These direct meetings provided the consultees the opportunity to request detailed information on the project and to provide direct feedback to the project company.  A table of consultations, showing the meetings with such consultees, is provided as Appendix 4.1.

In addition to “one-to-one” briefings, two larger project briefings were held: 

Project Briefing, March 2006, Marloes Community Hall

This event was held at the Marloes Community Hall, on the 3rd March 2006. The purpose of the briefing was to introduce the project to local and regional consultees, and to brief the audience on work undertaken to date and the proposed work schedule moving forward. 70 organisations were invited, of which 25 attended – a total of 40 attendees were present.

Pre-Application Briefings, January to March 2007, various

Numerous meetings were held with many stakeholders between January and March 2007.  The purpose of the briefings were to summarise the work performed to date and to inform the stakeholders of the forthcoming applications for statutory consents.  29 people from 25 organisations were updated through meetings and by telephone.

In March 2006 Ian Masters (Wave Dragon Project team, Swansea University) discussed Wave Dragon at Welsh Affairs Select Committee at the House of Commons.

In June 2006 Wave Dragon Project presented to National Assembly Sustainable Environment Group meeting.

Project Web-Site

The project web site, www.wavedragon.co.uk, was launched in November 2005 to disseminate general project information to those previously unfamiliar with it.

Wave Dragon Wales Ltd will be keeping the web site updated during the construction phase of the project to keep the general public informed of progress. In addition the Non-Technical Summary (NTS) can be viewed and / or downloaded from the web site.  This document provides a succinct and annotated version of the full ES and is useful in summarising the findings of the full environmental impact assessment.  

Project Briefing Sheets

Regular briefing sheets were sent to consultees as the project progressed.  The following briefing sheets have been circulated: 
	Briefing Sheet

Reference
	Date Of Issue
	General Content

	1
	November 2005
	Introduction to the Project

Introduction to Wave Energy

Description of Wave Dragon Technology

Rationale for Selection of Site

	2
	March 2006
	Introduction to the Project

Description of Wave Dragon Technology

Update on Surveys undertaken

Progress with Designing Onshore Works

Work anticipated 

Outline Programme

	3
	January 2007
	New year update on design, impact assessments and programme for consent applications 


Table 4.3-1 Briefing Sheet Summary

4.3.2 Press  / Magazine Articles

The project has received the following press coverage : 

	Date
	Article

	December 2005
	Western Telegraph article

	March 2006
	Wave Dragon on BBC Working Lunch Program

	March 2006
	Western Mail article

	March 2006
	Milford and West Wales Mercury - Front page article

	May 2006
	Letter and response printed in Western Telegraph Newspaper

	
	Interview on Radio Pembrokeshire’s 'On the Water front' programme

	June 2006
	Wave Dragon in lead article on BBC Wales Today programme


Table 4.3-2 Press Coverage on Wave Dragon project

In addition, the project team has contributed to the following magazine articles

	Publication
	Date Of Issue
	General Content

	Infrastructure Journal
	February 2007
	‘Wave Dragon Weathers the Rough Seas of Finance’

	Energy Engineering Magazine
	February 2007
	‘Everyone’s a Winner’

	Friends of the National Park (Pembs) Newsletter
	January 2007
	‘Wave Dragon Energy Project’

	‘Sonne, Wind und Warme’
	December 2006
	Article in German renewable energy magazine

	Tonnau
	November 2006
	(Welsh Lifestyle Surf Magazine) article on Wave Dragon

	Nature Matters
	October 2006
	Wave Dragon Welsh Project discussed

	ReNews
	September 2006
	‘Wave Dragon Leads the Marine Charge’

	Energy Engineering
	June 2006
	May June issue of ‘Micro Generation Special’

	Tonnau
	June 2006
	(Welsh Lifestyle Surf Magazine) ‘Power from the Oceans’ - a general article on wave and tidal power

	Agenda
	May 2006
	, Magazine of the Institute of Welsh Affairs

	'New Civil Engineer
	March 2006
	Magazine of the Institute of Civil Engineers

	Professional Engineering Today
	January 2006
	Article in the magazine of the Institute of Mechanical Enginners

	Energy Engineering
	February 2006
	Review of Project Development Issues for Wave and Tidal Projects

	Pembrokeshire Life
	February 2006
	


Table 4.3-3 Magazine Articles contributed to by Wave Dragon project team

4.3.3 Public Exhibitions

One public exhibition has been undertaken, with the intention to hold another during the consents determination phase: 

Exhibition #1, March 2006, Marloes.

This event was held at the Marloes Community Hall, Marloes, on the 4th of March 2006, the day after the Project Briefing.  The event was publicised in the following manner: 

Advertisements were placed in the “Public Notice” and “Events” sections of the following local and regional newspapers and were featured for two weeks prior to the event:
· Western Mail

· Western Telegraph

· County Echo

· Milford Mercury

The exhibition included a number of displays, videos and leaflets providing information on:

· CO2 Targets

· Environmental Impact Assessment

· Benthic

· Fisheries

· Marine Recreation

· Navigation

· Onshore Works

· Mooring design

Throughout the event, the project team were available to answer questions relating to the project.

In total 150 members of the public attended this public exhibition.  

In April 2006 Wave Dragon provided an exhibition stand at the Plaid Cymru Easter Fair.
4.4 Special Interest Groups

Wave Dragon Wales Ltd has taken care to consult carefully with all relevant decision makers, consultees and stakeholder groups.  Nevertheless Wave Dragon Wales Ltd would particularly emphasise the consultation it has carried out in relation to fisheries, and navigation, noted below. 

4.4.1 Fishing Industry

At the project outset, a member of the Project Team was designated the Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) to undertake consultations with the fishing industry.  The FLO has been supported and complemented as necessary by a fisheries consultant.  Meetings and briefings were undertaken throughout the EIA process, and local fishing vessels were used to perform some of the surveys required for EIA.  Good liaison was undertaken during all offshore surveys, and communications with the fishing industry are ongoing.

4.4.2 Navigation (Commercial and Leisure) Sector

The proposed Wave Dragon Pre-Commercial Demonstrator is in an area well away from density of commercial shipping but proximal to recreational use (i.e. diving, sailing, surfing, kayaking etc).  From the project outset Wave Dragon Wales Ltd has engaged with all facets of the navigation sector, including statutory authorities, port authorities, trade associations, and operators.  In particular, meetings have been held with such groups (including fisheries) on the aspects of the project, which have the potential to impact on general navigation and specific pursuits, with a view to mitigating the effects through project design.
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